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ROMAN CATHOLIC DOCTRINES
PUT TO THE TEST

1.

By Rev. Stephen L. Testa

The Rav, Loremzo Pzlmieri, a converted Catholic
priest of the Province of Avellino, [taly, in his desire to hring
his fellorw countrymen to the knowledge of the truth, pub-
lished some years ago a challenge to the priests of Home to
prove that the distinctively Roman Catholic doctrines and
practices can be found in the Bibie.

Rev. Palmieri selected a list of about 100 guestiona
conicomming these doctrines, and to any Roman Catholic, priest
or layman, who could answer these questions with periinent
varses from the Scriptures he promised, first, a pnze for each
answer, the aggregate total ammmtiog o 25,000 Ttalian fires
for the 100 guestions; and, secondly, that if he were shown by
Hnly Seriptures o be wrong in his Biblical faith he would
return with all his converts to the Roman Catholic Church.

Though this offer wae zent to every parish priest in
ltaly, and the booklet ran into threc editions. not one Roman
Catholic priesl or lavinan has as yot come Lo Rev. Paimieri to
claim any of the prizes, or to demand that he return to
Romanism. What is the reason? Because the Roman Catholic
doctrines and practices cannol be found in the Bible, but are
rather severcly condemtied by the Word of God.

The Bible, being the Word of God and the depository of
truth concerning the Christian faith, the conclusion is

intvitable that any ehurch not founded upon the Bible is not
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the true Chlﬂ'ﬂh of Christ, ne matter how pow-
erful, wealthy or numerous it may be. [t this serve as an
eye-opener to sincere Roman Catholies whao will depend upon
those dectrines and practices for their soul’s eternal salvation.

[ earnestiy believe that this challenge and offer should

be made to Roman Catholics in America and that the same

f{ opportunity be extended to them 1o prove their religion. Their

\‘J galvation may be at stake, [t does not pay to be uncertain

FAS ¢ about the truth. I have translated and re-written the ques-

tions in English and have undertaken to present Rev.

Palmieri in America. [ make hereby in his name the same twuo

promises Rev. Palmieri made in Italy. that is Firsl--One

Thousand Dollars for the one hundred questions answerod, or

Ten Dollars ($10,i43; for each question answered, with & peTli-

pent verse from the Bible (even the Catholic Douay version?

which clearly teaches or inculcates thiat particular Roman

Catholic doctrine or practice to Chriztians. The prizes will be

given in cash lo the tirst Roman Catholic who brings these

proofs, or the money will be paid to any charitable institution
designated by him.

Secondly, if any Roman Catholic priest or layman can
vinces me, by the Bible, that [ am wrong in my Protestant
faith, showe me that Jesus Christ founded the Homan
Catholic Chureh, and that the Virgin Mary, the Aposties and
primitive Saints and Martyrs were Roman Cathelies, |
promise to return to the Roman Catholic Church. This s a
fair proposition, and is made in good faith. 1 Jeave it to his
sense nf justice and fair play that he should do the same. t .,
he should be converted to the Biblical Faith when it is clearly
shown to him that the truth 15 on our side, that ours is the
Church which was founded by Christ, and that the Roman
Chureh is a later innovation,
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II.

THE ONE HUNDRED QUESTIONS
CONCERNING THE CHURCH
Whoever Proves by the Bible

That Jesus Christ founded the Roman Catholie Chureh,
. jnstead of His church, (Read Matthew 16:18)

That the teachings and practices of the Homan Catholic
Church of today are the same as those of the primitive
Apostolic church which was the Biblical Christian
church.

That the Church of Rome is the Church Jesus Christ
founded, that ie, (a)} the ONE identical wilh the lrue
Biblical church; (b} HOLY, ie., made up of saints set
apart from the world and working for the spififual
redemption of humanity;, {c¢ APOSTOLIC, ie., in hav-
ing been tarithtul o the faith, preaching and praciice of
the Apostles; 1dy CATHOLIC, in that her present dog-
max were at all times universatly held by ali Christians;
iel BIBLICAL, in that she has adhered strictly to the
teachings of the New Testament.

That uprepentant sinners, such as thicves, assaszsina,
adulterers, backbiters, deceivers, blasphemers, idolaters,
wte, can also belong to the Church of God,  (Read
Ephesians 3:5; Apoc. {Rev ) 22.15; Romans 1:28-32)

That there iz no salvation outside of the church of Rome,

(Read Acts 4:12) John 14:6.)

Will receive $10.00 for each one proved right.



NOTE ON THE CHURCH: The lord Jesus Christ founded
His Church (Matthew 16:18) He wax to be the Head, the Holy
Spirit, the Guide. and the Rible its anly rule of faith and prac-
tice. 1t was made up of His fullowers whe were born again and
pledged to continue His work of redemption in the weorld, Tu
was CATHOLIC in that it was designed for afl the peuple of
the rarth. The Church remained pure and Faithful to the
Cospel for abouat 400 vears, which was the goilden age of mar-
- tyrs and saints. who were persecuted by pagan Rome. Afer
the so—calied conversion of Emperor Constantine (310 AD)
when Christianity was deciared the state religion, multitades
of pagans were admitted to the Church by baptism {sprin-
kling) alonk, without conversion. Thev hreught with them
their pagan riles, ceremonies and practices which they gradu-
ally introduced into the Chureh with Christian names, all of
which corrupted the primitive faith and the Church became
Romenized and paganized What makes o Church truly
Catholic is its adherenee to the Gospel of Christ and the
Apostles’ Oreed. The Roman Church has added Popery and 50
many other pagan dictrines and practices that many people
think it i oo longer cither Christian or (Catholie, The
Reformers saw that/the Church had become the Biblical
“Babylon™ or thr “Apnstate Church” clearly foretold in the
Bible and ultimately to_br punished and destroyed (Il
Thessalonians 2:3-12) I Timethy 4:.3, Revelation 17 and 18),
and from which Ged calls His people to come cut, saying,
.’_-\‘...Cume out of her, My people and be not partakers of her sins,
L and that ye receive nof of her plagues.” { Revelation 18:4) The
Reformation of the 16th century was a protest againsl those
pagan doctrines, a wholesale withdrawal from the official
Church and a return to the primitive Catholic Christianity of
the New Testament. The Roman Church today can become
again a truly Catholic Chuareh by renouncing Popery and those
dogmas and practices which are contrary to the Word of God
and hotding fast to the primitive foundation, on which basis
the reunion of all Christian Churches could be reatized. The

name Catholic, when applied
4
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to the Roman Church exclusively, is a misnomer, for it befifa
those Protestant Churches which hold fast to the Bible and
the Apnstles’ Creed witheut any additicn whatscever.
{Revelation 22:18.19)

The true Church is invisibie, made up of truly con-
verted pecple who are to he found in all the visible churches
and whose names arc written in heaven, and the visible
ehurches exisl Li train saints for the kingdom of Christ, {Luke
10:20; Apoc. (Rev ) 21:27)

ABOUT ST. PETER
Whoever Proves by the Bible

8. That St. Peter was a Pope.

7. That he exercised the office of pope in Rome for 25 years
as they claim.

%. That he was the visible head of the Christian church.
iRead Matthew 20:26-28, and I Feter 6:1)

g,  That he received from the Lard the primacy of jurisdic-
tion aver the entire Christian church.

10. That these prerogatives were then transmitted by Peter
to the Bishops of Rome as his successors down to the pre-
aent day.
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11. That St. Peter ever asked or accepted gifts of money “to
gather unto himself a treasury of silver and gold™ to e
called “The Treasurc of St. Peter.” or “Peter's Pence.”
(Read Acts 3:6. 820

12. 'That St. Peter ever accepted worldly henors, such as to
be borne about on the shoulders of men on the “sedia ges-
tatoria,” the kissing of his feet and many other honors
uaed by pagans. (Read Acts 10:25-26)

Will receive $10.00 for a Scriptural answer
to each of the above Catholic teachings.

NOTE ON ST. PETER: 5t. Peter was a never Pope;
por a priest. not even a Roman Catholic. He was a Jewish
fisherman in Palestine and a married man.  His brather
Andrew brought him te Christ the first time and he became a
convert, » discipie. and later was made ap apostle, He made
tho first cunfession that “Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the
Living God” and Jesus made this declaration the foundation of
His church. He was a verv impulsive but sincere man. He
made many mistakes and once he was called “Satan” by Jesus.
Later he denied Jesus thrice, hut e repented confissing his
sin to Jesus directly {Matthew 4:18-20; 16:18-23; 26:69-75..
By his preaching at Pentecost 3000 Jews were saved, and
afier that he continued to be a plain open air preacher and an
cider. He protested against the Jewish priests who wanted to
farbid him to preach the Gospel in Jerusalem. By this protest,
he was the first Protestant of Christianity (Acts 4:37-20; 5-27-
300, He preac'hed mostly to the Jews. The Bible does nut men-
tion his ever having been at Home. He preached the Gozpul of
Christ fearlessly, saying that Jesus Chrisl alone is the head of
the Church and the only Name under heaven given among
men wherehy we must be saved. Ho also urged and recom-
mended the reading of the Scriptures (Acts 4:12; 1 Peter 1:23,
2:2 and 3:1.]
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ABOUT THE POPE
Whoever Proves by the Bible

That the word “Pope” is in the Bible, except its synonymn
as the anti-Cheist. {Read Il Thessalonians 2:3-12;
Revealation 17:1-10.)

That the Pope of Rome is the succesaor of S5t. Peter.

That the Pope i= the Vice-gerent of God upon earth and

tho Viear of Jesus Christ. {Read Il Thessaloniane 2:3-
121

That the Pope is infallible. {(Romans 3:9, 10, 23}

That the Pope ought to be called “Holy Father.” {Read
Matthew 23:9 and John 17:11.]

That the Pope can ¢anonize saints, i.2., make saints oot
of persons long since dead, some of whom were criminals.
(Read I1 Corinthians 1:1; Philippians 1:1; and Colussians
12

That the Pope cught to have lemperal power, with sal-
diers and armed guards, and have political sway over all
the nations of the earth. {Read John 18361

That the Pope can excommunicate churches and individ-
nals, release entire peoples from heing subject to langs
and republics, and place whole nations under ban.

]



21. That the Pope can oppose the unity, liberty and indepen-
dence of nations, as he did in ltaly, with his pretensions
on Rome, the capital of United Italy.

22. That the Pope can grant or sell indulgences. plenary or
partial, for good works done. (Read Mark 2:5-100

23. ‘That the FPope cen proclaim a Holy Year ecvery twenly-

five vears with the pramize of special induigences and
1 remiseion of sins to those who go Lo Rome to visit eertein
churches Lhere. (Isaiah 1:12-17)

.I_ Will receive $10.00 for each one proved
| right.

NOTE ON THE POPE; The word “pope” is not found in
the New Testament. This title of Pope was refused by
many hely bisheps in the early centuries of the church
who thought it was the sign of the anli-Christ, and was
firat given to the Bishop of Rome in 610 by the wicked
emperor Phocas.  All the pretensions of the Pope are
blasphemous according ta the spirit and letter of the New
Testament. St Paul and 5t John wrote of anti-Christ
who was to appear in the world. The Pope fits that
description in many ways, though he is only a forerunner
of the fulure anti Chrst. (Read [I Thessslonians 2:3-12,
Revolation 13:1-18. See notes on Apocalypse Chapler 17. The
woman on the scarlel beast. [The Wew American Cathalie
Bible, 1952] 1

ABOUT PRIESTS
Whoever Proves by the New Testament

24. That Jesus instituted a hicrarchy of priests for His
Church as 2 special class, separate from the people,
except Aposiles who were to preach the Goapel. tRead
Matthew 10:18; 23:5-12.}8

L - - L
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25,

2h.

27

28.

29,

30.

That God instituted and ordained any other than:
Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pestors [(Bishops,
Elders), teachers, and Deacons. {Ephesians 4:11-12; |
Timothy 3:1-13; 5:1; Titus 13

That bishope, deacons and priests cannot marry, (Read
] Timothy 3:2, 4, 11; 4:3), and thst a prieat though
unmarried, should be called “Father”™ (Read Matthew
239

That the priest is a very powerful person; “more power-
ful than the anpels, more than the samts, more than the
Virgin Mary; rven mere than Jesus Christ himzelf, for
He has to cbey the priest’s hidding; and is second anly to
Almighty God" (Read Il Thessalonians 2:4, Homans
1:22

That bishops and presbyters ought to say Mass and hear
the confessions of the people, and that the people would
g0 b the pricsts to confess their sing =1 least onee 4 year.
{Read Psaim &51:1; 32:5; John 14:6.)

That Jesus ever instituted cardinals or any order of
monks, nuns, monaignors, abbols, ete.

Where does Jesus (or His Apoatles) recommend that peo-
pic scparate themselves fram society to do penance and
boeome monks, or that women be clolstered in convents
and bo lorbidden wo speak with or even to see their own
parents? (Read Luke 10:1-12; Matthew 5:13-16.)

Will receive $10.00 for each one proved
right.

9
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NOTE ON PRIESTS: Priests, as Bishops, Pastors aid
Flders, are allowed in the New Testament, but ool as
“waeerdotes” or sacrificers at the altay. Christ s the only
High Priest who lives forever and whase presthood ia
not passed to another, nor can His sacrifice be repeated
{Hebrews 7:21-28; 10:23). They arc simply preachers
and pervants of the people, znd not their masters.
Aceording to St. Paul, they should be married men and
have children, otherwise they could not rule the Church
of God. 1t it ot be forgutten that priests were the ones
who condemned Christ to death. Let the Roman Catholic
priests be real ministers of God, tu preach the Gospel and
edurate the people, and they will receive the praise of
God and men. (Read I Timothy 3:1-3; Acts 26:17-36.)

NOTE ON CONFESSION. Confession of sins is rec-
ommended all through the Bible, but always to God and
never to man. Judas Iscariot is the only example in the
Bible wha confessed his sins to the priests and then
hanged himself (Matthew 27: 1-5). All good Christians
confess their sins to (od as soon as committed, and never
let a day pass without conlession of sins at the evening
prayer. Public confession was practiced in the earby
Chureh and it is stii) practiced in testimony meetings m
Protestant Churches and Missions. Secret or auricular
confossion is also practiced, but o obiain comfort and
direction: never for the purpose of obtaining forgiveness
from man, for only God forgives sins. (Pralm 51; Mark
2511 Matthew 11:28; I John 1: B-9)

ABOUT THE MASS
Whoever proves by the Rible
That the Mass was instituted by Christ,

[N




32

33

a5,

36

37.

38,

33

That Jesus or the Apestles said Mass,

Thal Mass is a sacrifice and a daily repetition of the sac-
rifice of Christ upon the erosa. {Read Hebrews 10:19-15 )

That the Mass is identical with the Holy Communion or
the Lord’s Supper. (Read I Corinthians 11:23-27.)

That it is a mortal sin not to go to Mass on Sunday and
other feast days.

That the Mass and other church services should be recit-
ed in Latin or any language which the penple do not
understand. (Read I Corinthians 14:9-19.}

That the Mass can be said for money at varions stipulat-
ed prices. {Read Matthew 10:8))

That the Mass can be said for the benefil of the living
who pay for having it said, in order that they may receive
divine favors, have their sins forgiven and an easier
access inlu heaven when they die.

That the Mass gives repose {o the souls of dead people
whe are supposed to be burning in Purgatory. (Read
Litke 23:43.)

Will reccive $10.00 for each one proved
right.
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40.

41,

42,

NOTE ON THE MASS. There is nu valid objection to Lhe
words and prayers used in the Mass, but there is great
objection to the doctrine of the Mass as the Council af
Constance {1414) and the Cuuncil of Trent 11345) teach.
This service in the primitive church consisted in prayer,
singing of hymns, the reading of the Bible, preaching of
the gospel and celebration of the Hely Communion.
Claims for the “Mass” that it is a repetition of the saen-
fice of Calvary, wherein Christ is daily called down from
heaven into the host, crucified anew and then eaten up
alive by the Priest is repugnant to reason, against lhe
Bible and the only mystery is that there are still many
intelligent people who believe it. I wonder if this is nat
“the mystery of iniquity” St. Paul foretold in Il
Thessalonians 2:7.

ABOUT THE HOST
Who Can Yind in the New Testament

That the wafer. and noL bread and wine, was used by
Jesus when He instituted the Lord’s Supper. (Read
Matthew 26:26-23.)

That the wafer in the hands of the priest is changed nto
the real body, sou) and divinity of our Lord. (Read
I Corinthians 11:26.)

That the living Christ said to be in the host can be eaten,
locked up in the tabernadle or carried about by the priest
anywhere he pleases.

12




43,

44,

45.

That the consecrated host or wafer, even if broken up
inta a thousand piecrs. each such particle tontaine the
entire body of Jesus Christ alive.

That in the Holy Communion the wafer slone should be
used. and not both elements, bread and wine, as they
were used by Christ and Hia Apostles. {Read 1
Corinthians 11:23-28.)

That the priest alune ia to partake of the consecrated
wine at the communion, but the same 18 to be denied to
the people wha receive only the wafer. (Read Matthew
26:27.) [The Roman Catholic church has since changed
this position and now permit its people to partake ]

That the Mass should be said and the Holy Communion
be given only in the forenoon and that this should be pre-
ceded by a fast. {Head Matthew 26:26.28; | Corinthiane
11:34 ) {In modern timee this has been changed ]

Will receive $10.00 for each one proved
right.

NOTE ON THE HOST: The institution of the Lord’s
Supper is very clear and plain (I Corinthians 11:23-29),
Jesus used bread and wine to represent Hie body and
blood. Every communicant was to receive communion in
baoth elements. The institution was a memorial of Hia
death and in remembrance of Ifim  For centuries the
communion was given in both species--even in the
Roman Catholic Church. [t is still so given in the Greek
Orthodox and Protestant Evangelical Churches to this
day.

14




47.

48.

45,

ol

51.

B2

53.

H4.

ABOUT THE VIRGIN MARY
Whoever Proves by the Bible

That the Virgin Mary was conceived without sin. (Read
Romans 3:10-23; Luke 1:46-47}

That the name of her mother was Anna, and that “Bt
Anne” is the protectoress of women at childbirth,

That Mary is to be calied the Mother of God.

That Mary is the door of heaven, the dispenser of divine
grace, the morning star, the co-redeemer with our Lord,
etc. (Read John 10:9: 14;6; Isaiah 43:11.

That Mary in her lifetime ever claimed or accepted auch
divine titles for herself. except “bessed” and “handmaid
of the Lord.” {Read Luke 1:35, 48))

That Mary ever promised people to pray for them or to
be protectoress of any individual or pation.

That Mary ever asked and obtained from God any faver
fur any ene of her devotees,

That Mary ever agked anyone to be her devotee, io pray
to her, to worship her, and build shrines and churches in
her honor. (Read John 2:5.}

14




35. That Mary did not instead, say to the attendants, “Do
whatasever Jesus aays unto you,” (John 2:5), the game as
Protestants sey today.

56. That Mary was ever a Roman Catholic herself

57 That Mary was not a convert from the religion in which
she wus botn and raized. (Read Lunke 1:38, 11:27-24.)

38. That Mary was taken up into heaven body and soul.
{(Head John 3:13.)

58. That from heaven Mary can hear the prayers of those
who invoke her upon earth.

60. That “hyper-dulia” worship should be given to Mary.
{Read Matthew 4:10.)

61. That Mary is to be called by so many differcnt names and
Litles--at least 57 different titles in Southern Italy alone,
o that the common people think there are as many dif-
ferent madonnas competing with each uther.

62. That statnes and pictures shonid be made of Mary, and
shrines and churches should be dedicated to her. (Road
Exodus 20:4; Leviticus 26:1; Deuteronomy 27:13 .

£3. That it is permitted to carry Mary's supposed images and
statues publicly in the strects to he worshiped by the peo-
ple whe burn candles to her and pin doilar bills to her

dress at such processioms.
15




' Will receive $10.00 for each one proved
!:_ right.

I' ~OTE (ON THE VIRGIN MARY: The Virgin Mary T3
: one of the most holy woman found in the Bible Sheas
duly respected and truly hanored by all Evangelical
Christians, Her example and experience vught tu be fnl-
; lowed by all Roman Catholics. This 18 how she was
i saved: She was familiar with the Bible. She believed the
‘ Word of God and accepted the message from God through
the angel Gakmel at the annunciation. She was a con-
vert tn the new religion and ieft the religion in which she
| was homn apd reared. She decided upan this change for

i herzelf without consulting the Jewish priests or her rel-
atives or fricnds. She traveled miles and miiles to visit
Flizaheth whao had the same religious experiences a8
herself. She gave her grateful testimony to God in the
; beautiful hymn, the Magnificat. She advised the set-
g vants to do whatsoever desus said unto them. She took
: part in prayer mectings with the disciples, reccived the
1 ! Holy Ghost with them on Pentecost and tnok part in the
apen-gir meeting that dav when 3.000 persons were Coni-
1) verted and haptized.  She lived and dicd a maodel
& Christian. In her lifetime, the Virgin Mary never onee
i acted like 8 Roman Catholic would, but always spoke and
acted like a Protestant Christian of cur time. {Read
\ Luke 1:26-56; John 2:5: Actz 1:14 Praving to her and
|
I
|

celebrating pagan festivals in her honor, under many
names and titles, 1s an msult Lo her and she would be the
first to protest against such practices.

Whoever proves by the New Testament

||: ABOUT SAINTS
|




67.

68,

65,

70,

That srints are only those in heaven who have been can-
onized by the popes, and that all true belicvers in Christ
upon earth are not yet saints till years after death.
{Read 11 Corinthiana i:1; Philippiana 1:1; Colossians
1:2.)

That aaints ip heaven can hear the voice of thoese whe
pray to them upon earth.

The saints in heaven are advocates and mediators
between God and man. {Read I John 2:1; I Timothy 2:5.}

That “dulia™ worship should be paid to saints and feast
days he celebrated in their honer. (Read Revelation
18:10.)

That it is allowed to make statues of the Madonna and of
gainta tg remind us of them. (Read Isaiah 44:15-19:
Leviticus 16:22.)

That it is Jawful to carry these images in public streets,
o have people bow down to them, light candles and shoot
bombs and fireworks in their honor. [Read Exodus 20+4;
Isainh 44:15-1%.)

That such DULIA and HYPER-DULIA worship of the
sainte and Mary iz not idolatry which is expressly for-
bidden in the Bible. (RBead Matthew 4:10; Leviticus 26:];
Exndus 20:4-5.)



7l

T2,

73.

Td.

Where do you find in the Bible that dead bones and other
relics of supposed maints are invested with miraculous
powers and should be carried around, be prayed to,
kissed and worshiped by the people. That is fetisbism,
not Chmstianity.

Did any true saint while on earth ever request or recom-
mend that he or she be prayed to, worshiped and thus
honored? Did they ever do this to other saints?

Did not St. Peter and St. Paul expresaly refuse such idol-
atrous honors and forbid them? {Read Artz 10:25-26,
14:8-18.)

Were any of the true saints, such as the apostles, evan-
gelists and the early Christian martyra Roman
Cathelics?

Were not nearly all the saints converts from the religion
in which they were born, and were they not Protestants
in the real sense of the term? [(Read Matthew 4:17-22;
Acts 4:18-19, 9:1-200

Will receive $10.00 for each one proved
right.

NOTFE 0N THE SAINTS: In the New Testament all
believers in [*hrist on earth are cailed saints, though not

- mecessarily perlect. They become saints by their conver-
-#ion te Christ and their sbedience to Him. God makes

ihem saints. Their names are written in heaven and
they need not be canonized by the Pope. None of these

18




76.

7T

74,

79

an.

gaints ever attracted people to themselves, but always
directed them to Jesue, the Saviour of the world, They
would be the first to reject the idolatrous worship which
Roman Cathalics pay to them, thinking to honor them.
There arc many more saints in heaven that the Pope ree-
ognizes, and many of those which Lthe Pope has cannnized
are not saints at all. If anyane can prove the contrary, he
is welcome to the prizes offered.

ABOUT PURGATORY
Whoever Proves by the New Testament

That ther: is such a place as purgatory of fire. (Read
Matthew 25:46.)

That the fire of purgatory iz equal in temperature to the
fire of hell, a= priests say.

That even very good Roman Catholics cannet expert to
go traight to heaven after death, but musat burn in these
flames of purgatory for an indefinite time in order to he
purified from their sins. (Read I John 1;7; Luke 23:43;
John 14:3.)

That the souls in purgatory can be refreshed and their
term of suffering shortenied by prayers said for them,
memorial services, Miseries, De Profundis. litanirs.
alma-giving, indulgences, and especially by Masses said
for money paid 1o the priests. {Psalm 48:6-8)

That Christians ¢an work out their liberation from pur-
gatary by doing certain works during their lifetime, and
13
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BZ.

that if these works are not sufficient, then their friends
and relatives can do such works for them or have Masaes
said for the repose of their souls.

That those souls, while borning in arrocious torment in
purgatory, can hear and answer the prayvers of their
friends upon earth who invoke them, and help them.

That the aouls in purgatory can pray te God and ohtain
{avors for others, but not for themselves.

That those souls are visited every Sunday by the Virgin
Mary. (Luke 16:26)

Will receive $10.00 for each one proved
right.

NOTE ON PURGATORY: Purgatory is an invention
of the Roman hicrarchy, pure and simple. Not one iota
of it is found in the New Testament. Such doctrine would
he a contradiction of the words of Christ, who says that
His helievers go straight to heaven when they die {(Lnke
39:43: John 14.3+ s a tibel o the efficacy of the blood
of Christ whirh “cleanseth us from all sin.” It would
make God unjust Lo allow only those souls to get out of
purgatory more quickly who can afford to pay lor Masses
said for them, either by leaving the money for that put
puse before they die or by having their relatives and
friends furnish the money when they are dead. Becanse
of this doctrine, the poor Catholic has no comtorl ur con-
golation at death, because he sees nothing but flames
and suffering before him. Sc ditferent from the
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Proteatant view; the Christian dies happy for he expoects
to be with Jesus in heaven {Acts 7:55-60; {1 Corinthians
&:B).

ABOUT GOOD WORKS
Whoever Proves by The Bible

That saivation can be earned by meritorions works or
works af supererogation; or secured by means of the
priests, the sacraments, or the intercession of the Virgin
Mary and the saints. (Read Galatjans 2:16; Ephesians
2:8.103

That such meritorious works arc thoge preecribed by the
church, such as having Masses said, attending Mass,
reciting certain prayers, such as the rosary, litanies and
novenas. fasting. abstaining (rom eating meats sther
than fish on Fridavs and other prescribed days, making
pilgrimages to shrines and wiping the floor of such places
with the tongue, ete. {Read Isaiah 1:12-18)

That a person can perform works of supererogation
{which are merits over and above those needed by auch a
person for aalvation),

That such extras merits or warks of sUpererggation are
bequeathed to the treasury of merits of the Roman
Catholic chureh to be dispensed by the Fope in the form
of indulgences to those who need more merits than they
have earned by such works.
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That one must ahstain from eating meat on Friday or
pther preseribed days under pain «f ciernal damnation.
tRcad 1 Cerintluans 10025, 1 Timothy 4:15; Matthew
15:11. {Eliminated in modeorn times i}

That, by paying money to a priest for a dispensaticn, you
are free to eat meat any day, and that by paving money
for a dispensation, marriage can be performed even
among relatives. (Read Acta B:20.]

That making a sign of the eross iz a means of grace and
drives away the devil. (Read Matthew 4:10-11.}

That by wearing acapulars and medals nn the body the
wearer ia pritecied from drowning and other bedily

Will received 310.00 for each one proved
right.

NOTE ON GOOD WORKS: It iw only by the grace of
God, through faith in Christ, and not one's good works
1“lest any man hoast”} that salvation comes. (ood works
are the result of saving faith and the necessary evidence
of faith, but they are never meritorious nor are there any
works ol supererogaiion. The only merits God recognizes
gre the infinite moents of the perfect work of Chrst whao
suffered and diad for us and “by whose stripes we arc
healed ™ Our goud works cannot marit salvation, for they
are as “filthy rags” before God. Those who try to be gaved
by their good works have fallen from the grace of {rod
and have no part in the salvation wrought by Christ
iRBead Galatians 2:16; 54
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ABOUT PRAYER
Whoever Proves by the Bible

92. That prayers may be offercd to sthers besides the Triune
God. {Read Matthew 6:6; Jobn 16:23.24))

93. That prayers can he repeated mechanically, and that the
same prayer should be repeated many times, such as the
rosary. (Head Matthew 6:7; lsaiah 1:15.)

84 That the Lord's prayer, which is addressed to Gud the
Father, may also be addressed to the Virgin Mary and to
s the gaints. (Read Matthew 6:6-13.)

35. That prayere in a prescribed number can be recited for
penance or expiation for sins coromitted.

Will receive $10.00 for each one proved
right.

ABOUT BAPTISM
Whoever Proves hy the Bible

36. That baptism bv mere sprinkling of water on the hoad of
& babe or adult person makes him a Christian, washes
away original sin and saves the soul. (Read Mark 10:13-

16.)

97, That children should be baptized soon after birth, for if ;
they die without baptism their souls go ta “Limbg”. !
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_ 5% That in baptism, besides the water, the priest has to nse
: consacrated oil, salt and his own saliva tn ancint the
¢hild,

Will receive $10.00 for each one proved
right.

ABROUT THE HOLY SCRIPTURES
Whoever Proves by the Bible

09, That it is not lawful for laymen to read the Bible without
the permission of his parish priest. (Read John 5:39;
Matthew 23:13.)

100, That tradition has the same authority as the
Scriptures. {Read Mark 7:7-13; Colossians -3, |
Revelation 22:18 and Matthew 15:9.]

Will receive $10.00 for each one proved
j; right.

BIRTH CERTIFICATE

i of some Roman Catholic Inventions and
' Heresies

NOTE - Theee dales are in manhy cascs approximate,
Many of these heresics had been current in the Church
veurs befure, but oniv when they were officlally adopted
by u Church Counell and proclaimed by the Pope as
dogma of faith did they become hinding on Catholies.

At the Heformation in the 16th Century thesc heresies
were reputhated as having no part in Christianity as
1] taught in the New Testament.
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Prayers for the dead . .., - .. inthe year, AT} 300
Makingthesignafthecmss....,................ 300
Waorshup in Latin language ... ... . .. 500
Worship of Mary and gaints . s s TR
Worship of the cross, images and thrs ............ 748
Baptismof Bells .. ... ... . 965
1 Fasting on Fridays andin Lent ..., .. .. .. 995
Fabrication of holy water ... ... . . 1000
Marniage of priest forbidden . ... . ceeen oy, 1070
I Rosary beads invented ... ... . .. O 11 1
Sacrifice of the Mass ... . . . . E]eventh Century
Sale of Indulgences .. ... . 1190
Transubstantintion af L L e 1215
1 Adoration of the wafter ... ... . . . 1220
Auricitlar Confession of sins to the priest ... ... .. 1215
Cup forbwdden to people st Communion . . P B |
Purgatary proclaimed . . v sy VAR
{  Apocrvphal books ndded tu the P.hh]e ............. 1546
T Immaculate coneeption of Mary .. . ... v 1BA4
Infallibility of the Pope SR 1870
Assumption of the Virgin Mars . conmmmenmass ... 1950
Fiimination of abstaining from meat on Fridays .. 1988s

What nexi? Still the Roman Church claims
never to have changed!

IIL.
CONCLUSION

1. AN APPEAL TO PROTESTANTS

Brethren: Do not think that the Roman Catholic
Church is all wreng. It has much truth in it, It teaches
semewhat about the fundamenta! doctrines of the Bible,
such as belief in the Triune God, the urriversality of gin,
the incarnatinn, death, resurrection and ascension of gur
Lord; that Christ died for sinners, and that the Bibie js

the inspired Word of God, the Virgin birth of Christ, the
i 25 :
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death of Christ i an atonement for sin; the return of
(hrist; apd future judgment. In fact, it teaches belief in
-1 the articles of the Apoatlez Creed. These fundamen-
tal duetrines of the Chrisuian religion are common to all
chuerches and are truly CATHOLIC in the scnae that
they are held by the Roman Catholic. the Greek
Ovthodex and the Protestant Evangelical Churches,

However, the Roman Catholiec Church
has added many false doctrines and prac-
tices in the course of the centurice which completely
hide those fundamental saving truths. The Relormation
in the sixteenth century was pnrmariiy 2 protest made by
sincere Catholics against these false doctrnes. mnovi.
tions and practices, authanty for which they conla not
find in the Bible. Thus they withdrew from the
Romanized church, to return to the primitive Apostolic
Evangelical church of Christ TL isx a5 reasonable to
expect that a Catholic should become a Protestant, as it
iz reasonable and normal for an elementary schon! mad-
uste to enter high school; but it is as inconceivable jor a
Protestant tn becume a Roman Cathelic as for a high
schoal graduate to wish to return to the kindergarten
class.

But, please do not hate Roman Catholics. They de
not read the Holy Bible as Protestants are encouraged to
do. and so cannot distinguish truth from error. 1 plead
for toferance and brotherly lave. Sympathize with them.
Remember that Christ died for them as well as for you.
They are “tho sther sheep” which vur Lord Jesua is
yearning te bring into His fold John 10:16). Give them
the Guspel and a copy uf this booklet which will open
their eves You will find that many aincere souls, priests
as well as laymen, will turmn to Jesus Christ alone for
their salvation, and get onl of the wicked religious sys-
tem of Cathelicizm,
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AN APPEAL TO ROMAN CATHOLICS

Dear Friend: I know just what you believe snd how
¥ou feel 1n these wnutters, for I was furmerly a Roman
Catholic myself. ] can sympathize with you. [ wanted to
be saved from my sins and was secking the truth, 1f
had to have a religion, I wanted the roligion which Christ
and His Apostles preached. and which the Virgin Mary
and the early saints belioved and practiced. God and my
conscience told me that the true religion is to be found in
the Holy Bikle. for that is the only book that tells of the
religion which Jesus and his Aposties preached. Upon
reading the Bible, eapecially the Now Testament, I did
not find the distinetively Roman Catholic doctrines ang
practices therein, but to my utter amazement, I found
that such doctrines and practices were severely con-
demned. (Sec Baruch from the apocryphal book ) 1
found it clearly stated that the Lozd Jesus Christ is the
only Saviour for sinners and that He is ever willing and
able te save mv and athers, indrpendently of priests or
popes or dead saints. The Holy Spirit led me to pray te
Jegus in the words of St. Peter, “Lord save me” {Matthew
14:30}, and in the words of the pubhcan, “Lord, be merei-
ful to me a sinner” (Luke 18:13 & Romans 10:9-10), The
blessed Lord Jesus saved me, forgave me all my sins and
gave peace to my soul. Do vou blame me that now I love
the Lord Jesus more than [ love any other being upon
earth or in heaven? Now [ can exclaim with the Virgin
Mary--*My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit
rejoiceth in God my Saviour” {Luke 1:46-47).

After my conversian, I had occasion to visit a Pauliat
priest who was conducting a “mission” to non-Catholics
m Brooklyn and asked him a few questions. | wld him if
he proved to me from the Bible (cven the Cathalic Bible)
that the apostles Peter and Paul. the Virgin Mary and
the carly martyrs and saints were Roaman Cathalics as he
was, or that the Roman Cathelir Chorch wae the same as
the pariy Christian Chureh, T would retumn to the Roman
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Catholic Church then and there. He told me to read a book by
a vertain French author which would prove that the Roman
Catholic Church of teday ia substantially the same gs that of
the carly centuries. [ answered that | wanted proof from the
Word of God. He could not prove it from the Bible (nobody
can), hut 1 showed bam with the Bible that my beliefs were the
game as that of the Virgin Mary and the early saints and mar-
tyrs, for [ believe as they did.

My friend, let me tell you there is no use trying to find
verses in the Bible to answer the 104 questions in this book-
lat, for they are net there. The Roman Catholie Church may
have heen Christian and Apostolic in the earty centuries. Had
she remained taithful t the fundamental sasing triths of the
Word of God. she would be trulv Christian and Catholic today
and there would have been no need of the Procestant
Reformation. But she altered 8o many things and added so
many pagan doctrines and practices, culminating in the Creed
of the Council of Trent 1 1545) and in the Syllabus of Popse Pius
[X 1864, which even condemns civil and religiows Lberre
and as late as 1870 with her doctrine of papal intallibiity,
that a lot of people deny to her even the right to be called a
Christian church at ail. This 18 why so many Roman Catholics
become Protestants and the Protestant Evangelical Church
claima to be older than the Roman Catholic Church, just ay
the Bible and the Apostles’ Creed are older than the Vatican
Council of 1870 A D

What you desire most of all, azide from all controver-
sica, is the salvation of your soul. [ assure you that the Lord
Jesus Christ wants to save you now just as you are, for He
says: “Come unto Me, all you that labour, and are heavy laden.
and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) Pray to Him with
all you heart, even with the three short words that St Peter
used and millions of others have used (*Lord save me”
Matthew 14:30), and vou will hear His sweet voice in your
heart, "Son, he of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee”

2H




(Matthew 9:2) Then your life will be really happy, and you
will thank the Lord for your salvation Jjust as the Virgin Mary
did when rhe exclaimed in the Magnificat: “My soul doth mag-
nify the Lord, and my spirit rejoiceth in God my Saviaur.”
{Luke 1:46-47)

As regarding controversial doetrines. do not holher
about them or burden yourself with them. Lot theologians
discuss them. You hold 10 the fundamental doctrines of the
Christian religion. As they were sufficient for the Apostles
and early Christians, they are sufficient for us. Read the Bible
{A.V. 161] sdition! every day. pray and abey its divinc pre-
cepts to the best of your ability with the help of God.

You should attend church regularly. As to which
church to attend, remember that it i« not the Protestant
Church or the Roman Catholic Church that gaves, but the
Lord Jesus Christ. Aceopt salvation from Him, and then Fou
need Lo find a good church that: (1) Preaches and teaches
from the Holv Bible. that is, the 16511 King James Version.
See¢ Il Timothy 4:2; {2) One in which believers are
Scripturally baptized in water fall the way under. Dot sprin-
kledl See Acts 5:25-40, {3) Ome that is interested in seeing
the lost come to a saving Knowledge of Jesus Christ, that is,
one that passes out gospel tracts and goes cut door-to-door
soul-winning o a regular basis. See Matthew 28:19-20, Acts
1B and Acts 2:40-47; (4) One that follows the Bible in all
things in separation from the world and worldly things. Sce
IT Corinthians 6:11-18, Remans 12:1-2, I John 2:15-18:
(6} Please be advised that s this ovil day most Protestant
demominations are very liberal and do nol believe in the Bibie
as we are instructed by God. Se then, there are very fow Bible
believing churches to choose from. Our sugpestion would be to
choose an independent fundamental unregistered Baptist
church, Most of these kinds of churches are true Bible believ.
ing churches where desus, God and the Holy Spirit dweil.
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If God leads you to join such a church, do not hesitate
to obey, for it would be a promotion for you. Mudlions ol others
have done it befure you. Please remember: it 15 not a virtue to
remain in the religion in which you were born. 1t is instead a
dutv to embrace Christianity as God shows you.  Jesus
demands conversion (new birth for every one. (Isaish 55:6-7;
Mark 1:15; John 3:3} 1t does nok matter whether ane 15 born
ithe first time a Catholic or Protestant, a Jow or
Mchammedan. Nearly all the saints apd martyrs were oon-
verts from the religion in which they were born and vou would
be in geod company tO become a bum—again
child of God. Gnd bless you. Amen,

Fur further eonsultation and instruction, plesse con-
tact Fundamental Baptist Publications at 7389 North High
Street, Columbuz, Ohio 43235 and Bible stdy material and
kelps will be sent to you to further enlighten you and guide
vorw in Crod’s wav of salvalion, peace, joy and Heaven

THE WAY OF SALVATION MADE PLAIN
BELIEVE THESE FACTS

1. You are a lest sinner and cannot save yourself.
“All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.®
(Romanek 3:10-23)

2. The Lord Jesusz Christ ie the only Saviour of sinners.
“Jesuz Christ came into the world to save sinners)”
tI Timothy 1:15)

‘i]gh]aﬂwje come 1o seek and save that which was lost.” {luke
Tt

Lo

Jesue wants to save you now.

“Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and
1 will give vou rest.” (Matthew 11:28)

“Naw is the accepled time: now 1s the day of salvation . ”
111 Corinthians A:2)
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